
BRANT   HIS-|[OR±CAL    SOCIETY
NEWSLETTER1908-1994

Brant.  Gotmt.F  Museum  &  Ari=hive5
57  Charlotte  Street,   BranEfDrd,   OnL.   N3T  2W6

FAI+Ii   1994      Volulne   I   Hc}-    3                             C1994

BRANT   HIS.|'ORICAL    SOCIETY
BOARD   OF   DIREC[|'ORS

President
Past   President
First  Vice  President
Treasurer
Assistant   Treasurer
Secretary
Warden   County   of   Brant

Mr.    John   Bonfield
Mrs.   Angela   Files
Mrs.    Gloria   Neamtu

-Mrs
-Mr.
-ML,
-Mr.
-Mr.
-Mr.
-Mr.

1} I RI=CTORS :

Mr.    George   Beaver
Dr.    Hank   Hedges
Mr.    Ken   Strachan

Ruth   Lef ler
Ed   P'ancue
Robert   Deboei-
Dan   Ciona
Jim   Selmes
Brian   Wood
Robert.   Chambers

Mr.    Ralph   Cook
Mr.    John   Johnson
Ms.    Anne   Westaway

BRANT   CoUNT¥   MtJr sEur4
BOARD   OF   GOVERNORS

Counci 11 or
Counci 11 or
Counci 11 or

Warden

Mrs.   Margaret   Chandler

Steve   Comisky   (Chairman)
Louis   Campbell
Tom  Verth
Robert   Chambers

Ms.    Ruth   Stedman Mr.    Edwin   Eason

CURATOR :

Ms.    Susan   Twist,    BRANT   COUNTY   MUSEUM   &   ARCHIVES

pREslDENT' s   REFLECTlonT

Our   summer   sojourn   is
over   and   our   fall   and
winter   activities   are
about  to  begin  soon.    I
look    forward    to    your
continued   support    I or
the  fall   activities   of
the    Brant     Historical
Society   and   the   Brant
County            Mus eum            &
Archives .

You  will   see   that

there          are          two
historical         articles
included         in         this
issue.   One   article   is
written      by      Mr.       Ken
Strachan,      who      is      a
member     of     the     Brant
Historical          Society
board  of  directors   and
is  editor  emeritus   f or
the          Br  ant  f  or  d
Expositor.    His    topic,
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which  deals  with   Irish
settlement      in     Brant
County,     is    a    summary
of          his          address
delivered  at  the  Brant
Historical   Society  St.
Patrick's    celebration
in   March.

The  other  article
is      written      by      Mrs.
Angela     Files     who   is

( con Lj li.ic>s ilc.`x {.  iiagc: )



also    a    member    of    the
Brant          Historical
Society         board          of
directors.          This
article      is      Part      2
about    the    arrival     of
the   Black   refugees    to
the   Brant   County    area
from   1850   to   1870.

Bruce  Hill 's  book
entitled      "The      Grand
River          Navigation
Company"           i s           now
available  at  the  Brant
County           Mus eum            &
Archives  Gif t  Shop   I or
$21.   95  .            Please
consider  this  book   I or
gif t    giving  to  family
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and   friends.
Members       of       the

consulting          firm,
Weston     &     Associates,
have  continued  to  work
throughout   the   summer
on    the    "Brant    County
Museum         &         Archives
Study".          A          public
meeting   took   place    at
the    Museum    on    August
25,      1994     to     present
the   I indings    of    this
s tudy .

I    would    like    to
take   this   opportunity
to     thank     our     Museum
staf I   f or   operating   a
most  successf ul  museum

club         for         children
during         the         summer
months.    Many    exciting
learning       experiences
took   place.

The           September
meeting    of    the    Brant
Historical          Society
will   be   held      on   Wed.
September     2lst,      1994
at        5:30     p.in.      north
of      St.    George   on   the
I arm   of   Hank   and   Jean
Hedges.   This   farm  ls   a
must   to    see   with   its
IHIEual       plants       and
animals.   I   hope  to   see
you  there.

Ruth  Lef ler

EARL¥NP_i:=N=FCE;:EET±RESH
y  Ken  SLrac

The    Irish    were    among
the         very         I irst
inhabitants       of       the
fledgling    village     of
Brantf ord   when   it    was
surveyed         in         1830.
Years         later,         J.J.
Hawkins       wrote       that"The          whites          were
English,       Irish       and
Scotch,    chief ly,
quite   a   sprinkling   of
native          Canadians,
United          Empire
Loyalists,           and
Americans."         (1)         By
1836,           there          were
enough  Irish  Catholics
in     the     area     I or     a
meeting   to   be   held   to
decide           whether        a
church  should  be   built
in  Brantford  or   Paris.
By  a   vote   of   13   to   12,
Paris   was   chosen,    and
a          modest           wooden
structure      was      built
where        Sacred       Heart
Church     stands     today.
(Brantf ord   would    have
its     own     parish,      St.
Basil's,    in   1842.)

The          oldes  t
records    at    the    Paris
church  date  from  1852,
and    they    testif y     to
the          es  sentia  l
Irishness         of         the
congregation.           The
marriage       and      birth
records  are  thick  with
Flahertys,     Callahans,
Brennans      and      Ryans,
while     the    places     of
birth         are         County
Clare,           Limerick,
Tipperary   or,    in   many
cases,   "Ireland."  This
was       not       a       wealthy
congregation.    An    1852
entry   in   the   register
reads:           "Copper
collection,       Dec.        4.
Cash          taken...Seven
shi  I  lings          and
sixpence."      That.     was
less   than   the   cost   of
the           record          book
itsel £ ,

But  now  the   Irish
population           was
significant.    The   Town
of      Brantf ord      census
I or     1851     listed      770

Catholics,       with      466
shown       as       born       in
Ireland.    A   further    90
or  more   born  in   Canada
West     were     the     young
children   of    immigrant
parents.   Many  families
show      older      children
born    in
younger
sisters
Canada .
Margaret
11,      was

Ireland,     and
brothers    and

born          in
One        girl '

Dalton,    aged
in     between,

her     place     of      birth
recorded   "At   Sea".

The       occupations
listed    in    the    census
give    a    clear    picture
of    the    soc.ial    strata
the      Irish      occupied.
There           were           some
tradesmen    --    saddler,
cor  dwa  ine  r          o  r
shoemaker,  blacksmith,
wagon     maker      --      but
most           men           were
labourers,       and      many
young           women           were
servants.     The     census
also          gives       us     a

(continues next page)

glimpse    of    a    society
and      economic      system
tha  t          a  omb  ine  d
exploitation          and
opportunity.   There  was
Mar-y           Mccrew,          14 ,
seL-vant;   Alice  Mccabe,
12,   servant;   and  Agnes
Culkin,           aged           8,
servant.    At    the    same
time     we     f ind     Joseph
Donavan,17,   merchant,
an.d       William       MCGraw,
14 ,       col-dwainer ,       and
Thomas            Fl   ynn   ,
blacksmith,   age   14.

This    great    surge
in     Irisli     immigration
was   due   to   the   series
of.     failures      of      the
potatci          crop          in
I£-eland,         the        wi`rst
coming   iri   the    1840's,
which  left  hundreds   of
thousands       with       the
choice     of     starvation
or           emigration.
Contemporary       reports
of    the    .situation    are
not  unlike  recent   news
reports   from  Rwanda:

In    every    street     and
ailley    ar.e    to   be    seen
groups  c]f   human  beings
in    a     state    of     half
nuclit.v,.         womerj        with
their   almost    lifeless
infants           st,ruggling
to  obtain       a     portion
clf           the           sc:anty
nutriment     from    their
mothers...Na.v..     I    have
f requently    seen   women
rv,ii.th         the         lifeless
bodies  of  t.heir   infant
c:hildren        in        their
arms,       prc"1ing       fl-oin
str.eet   to   street,    and
begging          f r.om          the
casual    passengers   the
means      of      depositing
the    remains    of    their
depar.ted   of f spring   in
the   grav'e.    (2)

More   than   300,000
IL-ish      refugees       f I.om
the      I amine      carne      to
P,ritish  North  American
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between   1845   and   1850,
some  carrying  cholera.
I.J.   Hawkins   had   vivid
memories         of         those
days :

It  was   in  1847-48   that
the     ter-rible    scourge
of        ship-fever        was
spread   over   the   whole
route    to    London,     and
westwar.d.           Large
numbers    of    the     Ir.ish
ilnlnigrants  fell   victim
to   the   dr.ead   scourge,
and     were     buried      in
Tor-onto,           Hamil  ton,
Brantford  --along   the
I.cJute    in    many     cases.
Tempor.ary         hospitals
were      established      in
Brantfc>rd...     How    many
died    in    Bi:.antf ord    is
n.ot      known,      but      the
long  line  of  graves   to
the   rear-   of    Greenwood
Cemetery,           together.
with      those      c)f       the
Catholic  Cemetery,   and
the        C:entr-al         Sc:hool
grounds,           theri          a
c:emetery,       must      have
amounted      to      sl=ores.
The   young   Hawkins    and
his        br.other,        smal 1
boys,   car-tied  pails   of
milk   to   the   sick   in   a
makeshift   hospital.

In  this,   the  boys
wer.e       helping       their
father,    John   Hawkins,
one       of       two       super.-
visors:  of  the  hospital
in      North      War.d,       the
other       being       Joseph
Dalton,     .butt-her,      and
father     of     the     girl
bor.n   at   sea.

This  was  the   year
known     as     Black      '47,
when  up   to  20,000   died
on   the   ships,    in    the
quarantine  stations  of
GTosse     Isle,      Quebec,
and   Partridge   Island,
N.B.,     or     out     on     the
towns      and      roads      of
Quebec:  and  Ontario.(`3)

The  monument   at   Grc]sse

Isle,      topped     with     a
Celtic  cross.,   has   this
inscription,          in
English,       French      a.ncl
Gaelic:   "Sacred  to   the
memory  of   thousands   of
Irish     emigrarits,     who
to  preserve  the   faith,
suf f eL-ed      hunger-       and
exile      in      1847,       and
stricken      with      I ever.
ended         here         their
sorrowful  pilgrimage."

In     Canada,      ITiany
Irish    labourers    f c)und
work  on  canal   projects
such  as   the  Rideau   and
the    Welland,     and    the
locks     and     canals     of
the            Grand           RiveL-
Navigation   Company:

Brantfor.d,      like    most
c>f  the   canal   cities   in
Upper     Canada,     becalne
the   sc:ene   of    f requent
and  bitter  riots  among
the  canal   workers.   The
men         of         Cork         and
Connaught       were      eacl:1
determined      that      the
other      would     not      be
employed  on  the   works.
When   not   striking   f or
over.due          wages          or
battling    each    other,
they  organized  against
the           townsmen          of
Brantford.   By  1843   the
Brantf ordians,           by
necessity,     had    armed
themselves,           formed
patrols,      and      called
upon  the  assistance  of
militar.y    per.sonnel    to
a  o  u  n   t   e  I         t   h  e
depredations      cif      the
canal   worker-s.    (4)

History           repeat.ed
itself     in     1851,      whe.i-i
t..he   Paris   council:

fearfully    heard    that
more          than          t.hiree
hundred     navvies     were
beginning  to  constr-uct
the      roadbed     of      i.he
Great  Western  Railroad

(continues next pagcJ



between  St.   Gecirge   and
Paris.     They    had    some
reason    to    be    afraid.
Many   of   those   navvies
wer-e        wild        Irishmen
f Torn    the    counties     c)f
Tipperary,    Kerry,    ancl
Glare.           To          dispel
boredom      they      whiled
away   their   idle   hours
with         whiskey          and
fighting.           Shortly
af ter    they   had    begun
to       push       the        1 ine
toward       Paris ,        the.v
brought     work     to      an
abrupt    standstill     by
dividing      intc]      rival
fac:tions ,        and       with
shovels,          pit:ks,
crowbars   and   pistols,
waiging        a        sor.t         of
guerilla   warfare.   (5)

The  alarmed  members   of
council          passed         a
resolution       to      make
application       to       the
government  to   set  up   a
volunt,eer          rif le
company      to      maintain
the     peace.      But      the
I-ail.            line           was
completed,   without  any
invasion.    And   some    of
the       f eaL'ed       navvies
becaiTie     residents     and
neighbours .

Not   all   emigrants
f ron         Ii.elancJ         were
f leeing     frcim     famine.
Pr-ior   to      the  days      of
the     crowdet.i.        cc)f f in
ships,     thousands       of

Sc'ots         Presbyterians
f ron     Ulster     --      the"Scotch  Irish"   --   came
to      Canada,       as       did
Anglican  small   farmers
who        could        see        no
f uture       in      southern
I re 1 and .

Emigration   was    a
career   move   for   Allan
Good    cif    Cork,    who    had
been  appointed  general
manager-   of   the  Bank   of
British    NOT-th    America
in         1837.        When         he
parted      company      with
the  bank,   he  purchased
108           acres          near
Brantford      and      built
the         f ine        Georgian
house   that   is   now   the
Myrtleville           House
Museum,           displaying
some      of      the      books,
silver,        glass        and
paint.ings       that       had
been         brought          I 1-om
Ireland.    Edmund    Burke
Wood,           born           in
Brantford       of       Irish
stock,           was          a
successful            lawyer.
here,    was    elected    to
Parliament.       in       ls63,
and    was    a    passionate
a  d   v   a   a   a   t  e          a   f
Confederation.    He    was
an       orator-       of       such
power.         that         Thomas
D'arry    MCGee,      orie     of
the          three         Irish
F   a    t   h   e   r    s          o    f
Confederat,ion,         (6)

gave    him    a    wonderf ul
nickname:   Big  Thunder.

But  the  essential
story   of   the   Irish   in
Brant,    and   Canada.,    is
of    men    and    women    who
came   here   with    little
but    hope,     fa.ith,     and
the    LTlothes    on    their
back,     and    made    their
way    i.ii     the    new     lancl,
In     the    process     they
did  much   t.a  clef ine   and
est  abl  i.sh          the
charat.]ter    Lif    a     truly
independent          nation®
Big   thunder,   indeed.

(i)            F.            Douglas
Reville,      History      of
Brant   County,1920.
(2)    Edwin   C.     Guillet,
The     Great     Migration,
University    of    Toronto
Press,1963.
(3)         Donald        MacKay,
Flight      from      Famine,
Mcclelland    &    StewaL~t,
1990  .
(4)      Bruce     Hill,      The
Grand  River  Navigation
Company,            Brant
Historical          Society,
1994  .
(5)     Doriald     A.      Smitii.,
At     the     Fc>rks     of     the
Grand,     Walker     Press,
1967  .
(6)     The     others      were
Jonathan      Mccully      of
Nova  Scotia  and   Edward
Whelan          of          Prince
Edward   Island.

taken  during  that   time
does   not   indicate   the
number            of           black`
ref ugees   who    returned
to    the   United    States
f ron   Brant   County   but
it   does    give   us    more
imf ormation   about    the
members   living   in   the
Br  an  t          C  ount   y
c ommuni t y .

NAMES   OF   BLACK   REFUGEES    LIVING    IN    BRANT    COUNTY-          DURING   THE   TIME   OF   THE   CENSUS   OF   187-

The   1871    Census    of    Brant    County    is   one    of    the   most    complete    and    legible
censuses.      Each     person     enumerated     is     listed     according     to     !La_mL£,     Age,

i±j£ ;   Q!Lg_PP_a__t_i__o_n~ ,    and.B_i~±±J±pla±±i ,  _RLeligi_o_n_ ,
ion   of   Settlement

aternal  ethnic-oTFTTEe  -n-a~in-es   of-~these
in   Brant   County.    By   searching

refugees,   the   names   of   84   heads   of   households   were   located   as   follows:

i.      Adams,   Alonso,    3ly,   Ont.,   Christian,   African,   Labourer,   Btfd.    (town)
2.      Angus.,    Edward,    47y,   U.S.,    Free   Kirk,   African,    Labourer,   Btfd.    (town)
3.      Armstrong,   Mary,    40y,   Ont.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   African,   Btfd.    (town)
4.      Beeswax,   Lydia,   3ly,   Ont.,   Baptist,   Negro,   Tuscarora
5.      Bond,   Henry,    60y,    England,   Anglican,   African,    Shop   keeper,    Btfd.    (town)
6.      Boom,   Henry,    30y,   U.S.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   African,    Labourer,   Btfd.

( t own )
7.     Bowers,   William,   43y,   U.S.,  Methodist  Episcopal,   African,   Labourer,   Btfd.

( t own )
8.      Brook,   Mary,    2ly,   Ont.,   Wesleyan  Methodist,   African,    Servant,   Btfd.

(west)
9.      Brown,   Henry,    45y,   U.S.,    Primitive   Methodist,   Negro,  +Fi'armer,    Btfd.
10.    Brown,    Lewis,    27y,   U.S.,   Wesleyan   Methodist,   African,    Barber,    Btfd.

( t own )
11.    Brown,   Nancy,18y,   Ont.,   Anglican,   African,    Btfd.    (town)
12.   Buttler,   Augustus,    45y,   England,   Methodist   Episcopal,   African,   White-

washer-,    Btfd.    (town)
13.    Cain,   Maria,    52y,   U.S.,   Wesleyan  Methodist,   African,    Btfd.    (town)
14.    Carpenter,    James,    78y,   U.S.,   Anglican,   .African,    Farmer,   Tuscarora
15.   Conrey,   Talfred,   24y,   0.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   African,   Whitewasher,

Btfd.    (town)
16.   Conrey,   Theador,    26y,   0.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   African,   Whitewasher,

Btfd.    (town)
17.    Cooper,   Henry,    30y,   U.S.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   African,    Labourer,   Btfd.

( t own )
18.    Cooper,   Henry,    66y,   U.S.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   African,    Farmer,   Btfd.

( t own )
19.    Culbert,   William,    56y,   U.S.,   Anglican,   African,    Farmer,    Btfd.    (town)
20.    Curtis,    John,17y,   0.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   Afi-ican,    Labourer,   Btfd.

( t own )
21.    Curtis,   Maria,    60y,   U.S.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   African,   Btfd.    (town)
22.   Dorsey,   Benjamin,   36y,  U.S.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   African,   Painter,   Btfd.

( t own )
23.   Dowling,   Mary,14y,   Ont.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   African,   Servant,   Btfd.

( t own )
24.    Foreman,    Isaac,    40y,   U.S.,   Baptist,   African,   Milk   dealer,    Btfd.    (town)

(a,out.i.Hues  next  page)
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25.   Green,   Reason,19y,   U.S.,   Wesleyan  Methodist,   African,   Ba.rber,    Tuscarore,
26,    OIL-if fin,    James,    42y,   U.S.,    Baptist,   African,    Labourer,   Onondaga
27.   Groate,    Samson,    2ly,   Ont.,   Baptist,   Negro,   Tuscarora
28.   Groate,   Abraham,    55y,   0.,   Baptist,   Negro,   Farmer,   Tuscarora
29.    Groate,   Henry,    26y,   0.,   Baptist,   Negro,   Farmer,   Tuscarora
30.   Hollinback,   Annie,    36y,   U.S.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   African,   Btfd.    (east)
31.    Hamilton,    Charles,    43y,    U.S.,    Baptist,    African,    Labourei-,    Btfd.    (town)
32.    Hamilton,    William,    62y,   U.S.,    Free   Kirk,    African,    Pc}rter,    Btfd.    (town)
33.    Humboy,    Nelson,    40y,    U.S.,    Methodist   Episcopal,    Negro,.    La.bc>ii.rei-,    Btfd.
34f    Jackson,    William,    50y,    Africa,    Negro,    TuscaroL~a
35.    .Johnson,    Frances,    59y,   Methodist   Episcopal,   Africa,    Btfd.    (town)
36.    Jone,s,    James,    86y,   U.S.,   Anglican,   Negro,    Labourer,    Tuscarora
37.    Jones,    Jemina,    30y,   Ont.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   African,    Bt.fd_    (town)
38.    Jones,   John,    40y,   Ont.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   African,   Labourer,   Btfd.

( t own )
39.    Jones,    John,    44y,   Ont.,   Christian,   African,   Labourer,   Btfd.    (town)
40.    Josephus,    Joseph,    76y,    U.S..,    Baptist,    Afric'an,    LakH.ureL-,    Bt.fd,    (town)
41.   King,   George,18y,   Ont.,   Baptist,   African,   Btfd.    (town)
42.    King,   Muryi,17y,    Ont..,   Wesleyan,African,    Btfd.    (town)
43.    Knoll,    Joseph,    SOY,    ant .,--,    African,    I.iaboureL',    Btfd.    (towr`.)
44.    Laburtus,   Hanah,    48y,   U.S„    --,   Afi-ican,    Seamstress,   Ettfd.
45.    Leigh,   Leara,    84y,   U.S„   Methodist   Episcopal,   Afri`:an,   Btfd.    (tciwn)
46.    Lucas,    John,.    22y,    U.SB,    Methctdist   Epis.copal,    African,    Htjstler,    Bt-fd.

( t own )
47.   Man,   Ai`chibald,13y,   0.,   Methc]dist   Epi,:.copal,   African,    Btfd.    (east)
48.   Marady,    Isaih,    55y,   U.S.,    ~-,   African,    Labourer,    Onondaga
49.   Marshal,    Elisa,    55y,   U.S.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   African,   Farmer,    Btfd.
50.   Marshal,    Thomas,    28y,    0.,   Methodist   Episcopal,    African,    Farmer,    Btfdo
51.  May field,   Henry,   50y,  U.S.  ,   Methodist   Episcopal,  African,   Labourer,   Btfd.

( t own )
52.   MCLomas,   Nichc`las,    50y,   U.S.  ,   Wesle]7an  Methodist,   Afri€ai`i,   Farmer,   Btfd.

( wes t )
53.   Mccurtis,    James,    35y,    Ontc,    Christian,   African,   Btfd.    (town)
54.  MeHeaney,   David,   21y,   Ont.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   African,   Teamster,   Btfd.

( t own )
55.   Moore,    Joseph,    28y,    Ont.,   Wesleyan   Methoc].ist,    A.frican,    Btfd.    (town)
56.   Moore,   Mary,    30y,    IJ.S.,   Wesleyan   Methodist,    African,    Btfd.    (town)
57.   Morey,   Charles,    30y,   Ont.,   Christian,   African,   Labourer,   Btfd.
58.   Morey,    James,    30y,   Ont.,   Wesleyan  Methodist,    African,    Farmer,    Btfd.
59.   Morton,    John,    38y,    U.S.,    Baptist,    Afric¢an,    Labourer,    Btfd.    (town)
60.   Muri-ar,    James,17y,    Ont.,   Wesleyan  Methodist,    African,    Btfd.    (town)
61.   Nash,    Levina,19y,   Baptist,   Negro,   Tuscaror-a
62.    Philips,   Absolom,    35y,   U.S.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   Afr.ican,    Labourer,

Btfd.    (town)
63.   Royal,   Winn,    55y,   U.S.,   Baptist,   African,    Shoemaker,   Tuscarora
64.    Scott,    Basile,    37y,   U.S.,   Methodist   Episcopal,   African,    Labourer,   Btfd.

( t own )
65.    Selby,   George,    63y,   U.S.,    Baptist,   African,    Farmer,    Btfd.
66.    Sewell,    Ephoriam,    4E.y,    U.S.,   Methodist   Episcopal,    Afric'a.n,    Labourer,

B+.fda     tt.own,
67.    Shuler,    John,    soy,   N.Y.,    Anglican,   Negrct,    C'arpenter,    Tuscarora
68.    Sinclail-,    Joseph,    65y,   Wesleyan  Methodist,   African,    Labourer,    Btfd.

( t own )
69.    Spriggs,    Samuel,    34y,   Ont.,    Christian,   African,   Whitewasher,    Btfd.

( t c,i.in )
70.    TayltiL-,    r,eorg€.,    3.]y,    Out.,    Christ-lan,    African,   Wiper,    Btfd.    (town)
71.    Tanner,    ,Jc)hn,    70y,   U.S.,    Baptist,   African,    Labourer,    Btfd.    (town)
72.    Tanner,    John,    26y,   Wesleyan   M.ethodist,   African,   Butcher,   Btfd.    (town)
73.   Tann.er,    Silas,    34y,   ant.,    Primitive   Methodist.,   Afican,    Labourer,   Btfd.

(coriti.Hues   IIext  page)

THE   ARRIVAL   OF   BLACK   REFUGEELg
5E=-D-`--_'_ri5-a--ii-i---=L}i=I--BRANTFORDi85a-i870rdRE EARLY

E¥-El[5TeTETF-il-es

The   Runa_w__a±jr__.£_1 av_.e

T`was  night,   the  cabln`s  silent.  still,The  lights  are  out  on  the  HasLer`g  Hill;
And  nothing  but  the  moon
Observed  a  form  rush  wlldl¥  b¥                       ,
With  haggard  face  and  blood  she+  eye,,-     i
The  ruliavay  Quadroon.
All  save  his  own  wild  heart  was  brushed
JLs  through  the  swamp  and  brake  he  rushed,
When  lo!   what  makes  him  start?
The  blood  hound  fast  upon  him  bore;
He  Lurnedr   and  im  a  moment  Inore
His  knife  was  a+  i+s  heart.
With  I lagging  speed  he  onward  I led;
Na  rest  was  for  his  tiTear¥  head;-
Hiagara  was  decried
T`was  c:rossed,   Eo  be  free,   British  soil
He  =obb'd  from  out  his  joFeous  bursting'.Thank  heaven!   I'm  free!"  and  dled!  (I)

by  `T.S.   Ric:hwood

was  press`d
breast I

Af ter       the       American
Congress         passed        a
Second   Fugitive    Slave
Act   in   1850,    waves   of
black  refugees  arrived
in          Canada          West
(Ontario)      until      the
termination       of       the
American      Civil       War,
(1861-1865),            whic.h
abolished          American
slavery.          Historians
estimate      that      about
30,000            to            40,000
slaves  found  their   way
to         British         North
America.    By    1852,     the
estimated          black
population          in
Brantf ord        and        the
surrounding     area     was
I ewer  than  loo   persons
and       I or       the       next

decade         a         greater
number       of       ref ugees
came  to  the  area  af ter
the     passing     of      the
Fugitive  Slave  Act.    By
the      middle      of       the
nineteenth         century
there  were  small   black
communities       in       six
areas   of   Canada  West:

i.   Detroit   frontier   -
Windsor,           Sandwich,
Amherstburg      and      its
surroundings .
2.            Chatham          and
surrounding       area       -
Buxton ,          Dawn ,          and
Elgin.
3.        London       area        -
Queen'   s           Bush  ,
Brantford,  Wilberforce
(now   Lucan)  .

4.    Niagara    Peninsula,
N   e   w   a   r   k    ,            S   t    .
Catherines,   Fort  Erie.
5.   Large.  urban   cent.res
on          Lake          Ontario,
Hamilton,   Toronto.
6.    Northern   perimeter
of           Simcoe,           Grey.
Counties;   Collingwood,
Oro,    Owen   Sound.

Early          Canadian
newspapers          recorded
the     exodus     of     black
refugees     f ron    United
States   to,;'Canada,    for
examp I e :

In       July       1855,        150
respectively    coloured
people     have     gone     to
C:anada  from  Pittsburg,

( Comtinuc>S nc!Zit.  page)



Pennsylvania         during
the    fast    six    months.
In     a     f ew     years     the
whc)1e       of       the       f tee
people   will   Pave_  gcine-to-the       .land          of

promise.   (2)

No   t   i   c   e   s          f   o   r
imf oL-nation           about
escaped  black  refugees
also  appeared  in   local
publ i cat i ons :

INFORMATION   WANTED

A    coloured    woman     who
escaped     from    slave_I:y
in  the  spring  of   1855.
Her-      husband      escaped
f rom    same     plantaticin
in    the     fall     of     the
same  year,   knowing   s.he
came -        to           Canada ,
followed      her     .hither
but  up   to  this   t_ime   he
failed  to  find  her.

Isaac:          Fitc:he
laiwyer,   Brantf ord

INFORMATION   WANTED

Of    John    Williams     and
Nina  Brown,   aliais   Nina
Prince,      daughter      elf
Letila,     a     slave     who
forrnerly   lived   at    the_
estate  -of           Cc)1Qr`Fel
Fitzburgh,    then   moved.
to          .kTent uck I          and
a   a   r   I-   i   e   d         t   a
Mississippi.           The
c:hildren    went    by     the
name     of     Harmen.      The
parties        ar.e        light
camp 1 exi on .

Emma            M.             Bush,
Farrington,   Mass.   (4)

One   of   the    early
tragical       events       of
Brant      County,       which
appeared          in          the
newspapers       of       1859,
was     the     mul-deL-     of     a
mailman       planned       by
three   coloured  men:

6

The          only          public
execution     which     evel:
took          place           i_n
connec:tion      with      the
(Brantford)      _Gaol  _  _w_a^s
bn      June      7th,       1859,
when   two  c:oloured   men,
John   Moore   and   Robert
Over    met    the    extrerpe
penalty .... About  eigpt•thouiand          people

gathered      arot±n.d      tpe-gallows       outside...t.he
-Court     House     Building

(to           watc.±`         the
exec:ution).    (5)

On  Thursday  April
14,       1859,       Launcelot
Adams        was        carrying
mail   between  Paris   and
Brantf ord.       Near      the
Good  Farm  on  the   Paris
Road,     Adams    was     shot
to      death.      The      mail
bags     were     robbed     of
the         Canadi an         and
American          bills."Another       man       named
Armstrong       was        also
implicated    and     as     a
reward       I or       turning
Queen's      evidence      he
was     let     off     with     a
life  sentence".   (6)   He
served  twenty  years   in
Kingston    Penitentiary
for   his    c}`-ime.

Two    years    later,
John     Anderson     (alias
William          Jones           or
Anderson),     a     refugee
slave      f ron     Missouri
was   imprisoned   in   the
Brantford       Jail        for
murdering  F.P.   DiggesS
a    white    slave     owner,
who  had  bL-andished   his
walking  sticik   to   block
Anderson,    the    runaway
slave.       The      American
government         demanded
that      Anderson      stand
trial   in  Missouri.

George            Brown,
editor  of   "The   Globe",
and    owner    of    the    Bow
Park     Farm,     Brantf ord
Township,            opposed

slavery     and     deplored
Anderson's  case  in   his

:§e:W:£:Pry;cpa:r::x:pdosl::h:Li
Anderson    case    on    its
front   page!

Ander.son  was  held
in   the   Brantf ord    jail
until       his       American
accusers   arrived   I ron
the   United    States    to
demand  his  extradition
under      the      Ashburton
Treaty      of      1842.       Two
local          magistrates
decided            Ande.i-.5oTi
should         return         to
Missouri       but        local
I unds    were    raised    to
appeal    tc)   the   highest
court   of   the   land.

The     ref ugee     was
defended          by          S.F.
Freeman ,          a         I orrr`er.
partner  of   Judge   ,]one£'
of     Brant     County.      It,
was         decided         that
Anderson   could   not    be
taken      back      to      the
United          States          as
BL-itish     law     did     not
recognize       that       any
murder           had          been
committed   but   only    an
act   of   self-defenc.e."On    December    24,

1862 ,         Anderson        was
bound    for    the    colony
of    repatriated   slaves
in           Cape           Palmas ,
Li*jeria,      Africa"      (7)
Free   at   last!

At     the    outbreak
of    the   AmeL-ican    Civil
War    in   the   year    1861,
there         were         about
50,000     blacks     living
in   Canada    and   by    the
end  of   th.e  war   in   1865
some  blacks  started  to
re-emigrate       to       the
United   States.    By    the
time   of   the   Census   of
1871,            t.he           black
population     of     Canada
decreased       to       about
20,000.    The   census

(colitiniles I.Iext Page )
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74¢    Tanner-,   William,    32y,    Ont„    African,,    Labourer,    Btfd.
75.    Taylol-,    Charles,    36y,   Ont.,    Pagan,   African,    Farmer,    Btfd.
76.   Walker,    .Jriseph,    23y,    Ont.,    Baptist,    Negro,    Laboi.1.rer,    Tuscarora
77.   Walker,    Prince,14y,   Ont.,    Pagan,   African,    Tuscarora
78.    Washington,   WilliaTri ,--,    U.S.,    Pagan,    African,    Labourer,    Btfd.    (t.c;wn)
79.   West,   Jackson,    39y,   U``S.,   Methodist   Epig.copal,   African,   Carpenter,    Btfd.

( town )
80.   Whitby,    Johli,    24y,    O-nt.,    Baptist,    Negro,    Farmer,    Tuscarora
81.   Williams,    Isaac,    22y,    Ont„   Wesleyan  Methodist,   Africari,    Painter,    Btfd.

( t own )
82.   Williams,    James ,--,    Ont.,   Wesleyan   Methodist,    Aft;-ican,    Btfd.    (i.own)
83.    Wilson,    Mary,    48y,    Ont.„    Anglican,    Negro,    Tusc'aL-ora
84.    Wya.tt,    Mary,    40|J,    TLS.,    Baptist,    African,    Btfd..     (tot.v7n)

STATISTICAL   R OF   THE   ABOVE   i 871    CENSUS   -
SINGLE    PERSONS    LISTED    IN    BRANT    COUNTY

PERSONS    OF   HOUS DSOR
OF   THE_BLACK   COMMUNITY    =    84    PERSOF€

I.    BIRTHPLACE   OF   PERSONS:    United   States    42;    Onta-i-io    39;    England   2;    Africa   i
2.    RELIGIOUS   AFFILIATION:    Methodist   Episcopal    28;    Baptist    17;   Wesleyan

Methodist    14;    Ariglican   7;    Christi.3n    6;    Ncin   a,ommit.t-al    5;    Faga!r!   `1;
Free   Kirk   2;   Primitive  Methodist   2

3.    eRIGIN   OR   NATIONALITY:    African   71;    Negro    13
4.    Ot:r:UPATION:    La.bourer   27;    Non   Listed   22;    Farmer    1.31;    Whitewasher   4;    Barber

2;   Carpenter-2;   Painter   2;   Servant   2;   Butcher   i;   Ho{stler   1;   Milk   dealer   i;
Porter   i;   Seamstress   i;   Shoemaker   I;   Shop   keeper   I;   Teamster   i;   Wiper   i

5®    RESIDENCY    IN   BRANT   COUNTY:    Brantford   Town    or   B'L-ant ford   Township    62;
Tusca.rora   Tow.Liship   15;    Onondaga.   2

The    names    of    the    black    community    indicate    that    these    refugees    had
dropped  t!.I.eiL-Afro~su.rnames   for   the  Anglo-AmeL-ican  names   of   their  masters.    In
f leeing   their   homeland,   they   often  used   several   aliases   so   that   they   would
not  be  captured  by  s-lave`  hunters..   Older  members   of   the  corrimunity  were  born   in
the  Unit.ed   States   while   younger   members,   second   oL-third   generations,    were
boi-n   in   Canada.    TWO   persons   were   born   in   E]-igland   aric].   one   in   Africa.

In  the  United  States,   the  Methodist  and  Baptist  denominations  had  worked
fervently    to    Christianize    the   blacks    and    Presbyterians    and    Quakers    were
s.trong  abolitionists.    Is   it  any   wonder  that   a  Methodist   Episcopal   Church  was
built   early   in  Brantford   to   care   for   the   spiritual   needs   of   these   refugees?

The   majority    of   the   black    refugees   worked    in   trades   and    the   service
industries    in    Brant     County    ancl     lived    in    Brantford    Town.     An    imf lux     of
1-efugees,    fL-om   the   Niagara   route,    lived   in   Tuscarora   Township.

Many   of   these   emanc'ipated   peciple   c.c)uld   sing,   with   deepest   meaning,    the
Old   spiritual:

Befc`i.a   I'd   be   a   slave
I'cl   be   buried   in   m}'   gl:ave
And   go   home   to   the   I.c)1:d   and   be   f tee
C:anada   helped   to  make  me   free!

(i)        Richwood,        T.So,
poet.      This     poem     was
pririted    in    the    April
2,1858   edition  of   The
Brantf ord           Weekly
Exposit,cir.      "Quadroon"
means           person           cif
quarter          negi-a
ancestry.         In        1793,
Congress      passed      the
first     Fugitive     Slav€`:
Act    in    which    escaped

white,      Indian,     negro
slaves   and   indentured
labourers     had     to     be
returned        to        their
masters.        It        tcJas        a.
criminal      of f ense      to
I-``.a£'bc)ur    a   fugitive.
( 2)           The          Brantfor;=l
Weekly   Expositor,
July    27,1855.
(3)      Ibid.,      Septembei-
9,1856.

4)
6

(5

Ibid. ,       February
1858

Reville'            F.
Douglas.      "History     of
the   Cciimty    of    Brant",
VQ1.I,1920,     p.     286.

(6)    Ibid.
(7)        Brc)de,         PatL-ic.k,"Th€`      Oi±essy      of       John

Anderson"  ,           Osgoode
Sc)ciety,       1989.       (Book
in   BCM&A   Reading   Rm.  )
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EHri a GIFTFTFE==-=ri==SHOP    ITEMS
c:hitFE.S

=LL±±LEi_L=±±CAT I oNs    L IEp_=Tri:iFTiii±=+:f=EEfi-c-=||F[¥jFE==E==E=E__     __~._L`±r     jr]iLdl,ILL_    qL=€"AmTF   Hu.C;eunl    &-jlE57   Charlotte  S±.,   Eramtff]rd,   Ontario  H3T  2Wr]

HISTORICAL_ --    _ -            ___
Assessment

SOCIETY PUBLI CATIONS
Rolls   of   Grand

River   Tract   (Haldimand
Town.s,hip)   Gore   District,
(now   Brantf clrd   T(jwnship)

Census    (Nominal)   Grand
P.iver   Tract    (I-Ialdimand

$    5.95

1816,    1818-24    (Angela   iiles)
Br£:i  :.:g:t:i  ::.:::sg::::]s  $  5.95

and   Trades   From   Lovell  's
Direc.tory   &   Gazetteer   1858   "   "

$    5.95

Township)   Gore   District,
(now   Brantf ord   Township)
1824,1827,1829,1832    "    "

::::I::::;.#i;s!                ,!!!;%
The   Grand   River   Navigatit)n   Company

vi5:r:;ea:.|g±!:r)I  Reserve       $2].95
(George   Beaver)                              S12.00

St.   George   Continu.ation   School
(a.   Wesley   Switzer)                    $   7.00

Rut-al   Schools   of   South   Dumf ri

£:::;:::;:.i;::i:;::s:;:'    ; ::::
From Automobiles   to  Washing  Machines

Bri:?P:::g;tp:P;e:)-               $  3:35
Arts   and   Entertainment   "   "     $   9.95

OTHER   PUBL lcATLmNLg
Great   Little   Inns   of   Southern

Ontario  (Margaret   Chandler)  $   4.95
Real   Old  Woodstove   Cookbook        $   2.95
Rules   of   Et..iquett.e   of   l800'.s     $   2.95

g::::hG:::::a},:8E::?2£                  $  2 695
Suggestions   (latel800's)        $   2.95

Canadian   Album   Series   -Nature
Stories   for   Children                   $   3.95

Pelee    Island   Wine    a.    Vineyards     Inc'®
J.S.    Hamilton   POSTER                       .$20.00

Market   Square  HASTI-NOTES
Mohawk   Chapel   HASTI-NOTES

Frank  Adams'   PRINTS    (6)
Mohawk   Chapel  ;
W.    Rciss   Macdonald   School;
Brant.fcird.   Market,    Squat-e;
Bell   Homestead;
Brant   Count..y   Court   House,.
Gi-ace   Ang.liean   Chui'ch

Mi=ihati,Tk    Ch.apel     POSTC.ARD

Brant   County   Atlas+
County  of  Brant   -  Tremaine
C'ity   of   Brantford   1875

$    2.95
S    i.95

$    5.00

S.25

$25.00
$    2.,50
$   5.00Historical   Map   -Brant   County  $   5.00

fjis€=overs    of   Canada   Map                    $   5.00

PUBLICATIONS   ORDER   F
TITLE UNIT   PRICE

OHMuAN'I
QITY TOTAL   PRICE

I

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

*  Add  $3.00  to  cov         her  t  e  cost  of  postage,  AI,II  orders  are  to  be   re  aid;=±
Mail   `To:                           NAME:

ADDRESS :

CITY/PROVINCE/POSTAli   CODE :

_;.:.:_;_:_:_o.T.:.E_=3.qc±F_;_:_qua:ty_P_ff+s_a§:i_:£_\=_:.b.:¥=e=_=.:§z=.±_:_:_r=±=o±.=_=_L§_t:=E_±_F_o:ap_L9_n.E..__N_3T._2.W_a_..

ill

RICAL SOCIETY   MFdl=TING]S_                             =_          ------   _                    _    _.  __.   _`   ---

SEPTEMBER :
VOLT_"TEER   APPRECIATIOH   NIGHT   END   BARB,HQTJE

Wednesday   September   21,1994
5:30    pin.

Thursclay   Septemk}er    22,1994   at    5:30   pin.Rairi   Date
J`=)in   us   at   the   home   of   Hank   and   Jean  Hedges   for   a   natural-e:tperience!

Departing   f ron  our   usual   meeting   f ormat   our   Sept.errlbei.   meeting   f eatures
an   evening   at   the   Hedges'    experimental   farm   located.   i-iorth   of   St..   Gecjrge
Avid  naturalists,   Hank   and   Jean   have   developed   their-farm   into   a   haven

for   rare   p]a.nt-.   g,|ie.c`ies,    bi_rds,    and   waterfowl.

We   will   also   pay   tribute   tc.   our   many   volunteers   who   make   a   major
I=ontribution   t.ci   the   suc.f3ess   ancJ.   c.ontinued   operation   of   the   BHS/BC'M&A.

The   hal-beqti.e   begins   at   5:30   pin.    and   the   menu   consists   of   hamburgs,
hot   dogs,,    a.ind   salads   at   a   nominal   charge   of   S   E"00   per   perst.Jn.

Please   R.S.V.P

TO   GET   TO   THE

by   September-lath   tti   7E.2-2483.

HEDGES '    FARH   FROH   BRAPIT_F_O~R_Q.:_

Follow   Park  Road  North  to
sign  to  St.  George  (Branchton  Road),   Follow-into  St.  George.   Once  in  St.
George,    proceed   through   intersection   and   follow  Branchton   Road   until
pavement   ends   (approx.    2   miles).   Follow   the   gravel   road  for   approx.   i
mile.   Hedges'   farm  at   located  St.   George  and  Glen  Morris  Road.
PLEASE  BRING  YOUR  OWN  LAWN CHAIR.   For  further  information  please  call   the
museum  at   752-2483.   RAIN   DATE   -Thursday   September   22,   5:30   pin.

Hwy,   99,   Turn  right   on  to  #   99.   Turn   left   at

ocrroBER :
Wednesday   OctobeL-19,    1994

8:00    pin.
Restoration   Arc:hitect.   MR.    PETER   STOKES

will   speak   on   his  .numei-ous   Brant   I:,ounty   projects

WHERE   WERE   YOU    IT[    '4=T??

Don't    forget     to    get     your     tickets     for    our     2nd    annual     BIG    BAND    DANCE
featuring   the   Swing   era   music   of   George   Rose.    Saturday   Oi=tober   I,    1994
from   8:00   pin.    to   12:00   am.    Tickets   available   a.t    the   Bi-ant   County   Mug.Sum
&   Archives.    This   i:3   ,3   fundraising   event   foi-the   Brant   County   Mi]:ieum,
Bell   Homestead,    and  Myrtleville   House.    Please  support   out-three   sites!  !  !

NOVEMBER :
Saturday   November   5,1994

"WE'LL   MEET   AGAIN"
Spec.ial    Remembrance   Day   programme   featurirng   aj   war   time    `1i_+Htei-,

entertainment,    and   sirig   along.    Location   ancl`   ti-n.ie   t.ci   be   announced
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E   MEMBERSCORPORAT

*   Arnoc=o   Fabrics.   a.   Fihaers   I.td.

*.   Bodd¥,    R¥ersc»il

*   Hil]ard,   Fiouse   a   FtGsebrmgh
*   Staats,    Edwar-d   a   HtFt.rt,cm

*   Sonoco   Ltd.
*   Wells,   Young,    Szak,   Bobor

NI=W   MEMBER S

Mark   Fram
Toronto

1994

Edward   HSke                         Sarah   Pashagumskum
Washington,    D.Cc            Toronto

BRANT   HISTORICAL
EN1)OWMEN FUND   CONTRIBLJTIONS

MemolL-|al    Glf ts:

Board   of   Directors   Brant   Historical   Society
in   memory   of   Mrs.    Strachan.

Dr.    and   ML-s.    H.    Hedges   and   family
in  memory   of   Beryle   MacDonald   Stevenson.

ML-.    and   Mrs.    Morle.v   Lef ler   and.   family
in   memory   of   Bessy   Ba.in   Swinton.

Board   of   Direi=tors   Brant   Historical   Society
in  memory   of   Thirza   Madelaine   Robbie.

Miss   Mary   Stedma.n
in   memory   of   Geoff   Yard.

Board   cjf   Directors   Brant   Historical   Society
iri   memory   of   Mr.    Johnson.

D c) rl a t i c) rl s :

Mrs.   Alexandra   Johnston


